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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


BIG  PROGRAM  SET  FOR  SAFETY  COIYFEREMCE 

Safety  leaders  thiroughout  the  nation,  including  those  working  directly  with  REA-financed  sys- 
tems. will  have  a hand  in  the  REA  Safety  and  joh  Training  instructors*  Conference  September  25  to  30 
at  the  REA  office,  Boatmen's  Rank  Building,  Siso  Louis,  Missouri, 


A training  film  made  by  instructor  Ehmsen  of  Kentucky  and  Thomas  F,  Hankins,  trainer-teacher  in 
safety  and  industrial  education  at  the  university  of  Kentucky,  will  be  one  of  the  features  of  the 

conference.  Dr.  Aiken  of  Mis- 
sissippi State  College  will  al- 
so take  part  in  the  program,  as 
will  E.  L.  Williams  of  Texas  A. 
and  M.  College.  The  latter 
will  bring  three  instructors 
from  the  college. 

Dr.  Andrew  Triche,  head  of 
Louisiana  Department  of  Educa- 
tion, will  give  his  observa- 
tions of  the  conference. 

Here  are  some  of  the  other 
states  which  have  expressed  an 
interest  in  the  conference-. 

j_o - instructor  Ehlers 
has  sent  in  some  interesting 
topics  for  discussion.  Two 
managers  and  a foreman  plan  to 
attend,  too. 

Michigan  - instructor  Meyer 
A^^i  1 1 attend  and  offer  sugges- 
tions. 

Ohio  - instructor  High  will 
be  accompanied  by  a 1 ineman- 
member  of  the  Ohio  committee. 

i rq  i n i a - instructor  H eat  h 
i s ...  com  ing  in  with  a bale  of 
problems.  A member  of  his  com- 
mittee is  coming  also. 

(Cont'i  on  U) 
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‘ HUMAN  NATURE 

It's  :human  nature  t o become- overcon  f I dent , lax  and  careless  in 
one's  work- when  one  'has  done  a job  again  and  again.  That's  the  theme 
which  instructor  Devaughan  of  the  Alabama  REA  Safety  Committee  hits 
hard  in  his  sessions  with  REA  cooperative  employees. 


. -wliit  can  linemen  do  to  get 
across-'to  members  the  dangers 
of  trying  to  "do  the  Job  them- 
selves?," C.  H.  Fosier,  manager 
of  the  Rock  County  '{fEA  in  Wis- 
consin, in  a letter  -to~a  member 
who  tried  just  that,  presents 
some  strong  arguments  for  a 
policy  of  "let  the  lineman  do 
it."  The  letter  follows; 

"Oear  Member; 


He  urges  his  listeners  to  forget  how  many  times  a job  .has  been  days  ago  your  farm 

done  and  stop  to  make  a thorough  analysis  of  it;  to  study  the  safety  ^^,^5  inconvenienced  by  an  inter- 
precautions that  must  be  taken  before  the  job  is  started,. and  those  ruption  in  electric  service 
that  tie  in  with  the  work  in  progress.  ! we  sincerely  regret. 


Here  are  some  other  hints  by  instructor  OeVaughan  which'make  good  "However,  we  were  informed 

sense;  that  you  had  placed  a ladder 

against  the  pole  with  the  idea 

1.  Don't  hide  new  .ideas  and  procedures  under  a b'ushel  — pass  them  in  mind  to  repair  this  outage 
on  for.  the  benefit  of  fellow-employees.  ...  yourself.  Fortunately  for  you, 

this  ladder  was  too  short. 


2.  Try  to  keep  personal  affairs  in  such  condition  that  one's  mind 
will  be  free  from  worry  on  the  jpb.  |f  one  worries,  becomes  forgetful 
and  makes  a slip  that  costs  one's  limb  or  life,  worries  at  home  will 
increase. 

■3i  ' keep  equipment  in  good  condition  and  make  repairs!  quickly. 
Form  the  habit  of  inspecting  tools,  equipment,  lines  and  all  thjngs 
with  which  you  come  in  contact  on  the  job.  Report  to  the  proper' 're- 
sponsible person  those  cond i t i ons ^ wh i ch  you  cannot  correct. 

U;  Remember  that  for  each  service  connection,  three  or  four  per- 
sons are  dependent  upon  you  for  service;  keep  the  goal  of  the  coopera- 
tive before  you  and  keep-  yourself  clean  and  neat. 

“You  can't  take  safety  for  granted,"  says  inspector  DeV.aughan, 
even  t ho  it  may  be  human  nature  to  do  so.  His  talks  make  it  clear 
that  safety  is  the  business  of  everyone;  that  i fr  has  many, angles  and 
that  we  must  explore  each  angle  to  make  the  job  really  safe. 

•IT  C O H 1.  ^ A E ' T TO  ~7o1j  ^ 

1.  Lineman  putting  transformer  gin  on  pole.  He  thought  the.  V^ue 
'MS.  dead.  Chain  on  gin  came  in  contact  with  "fiOt"  line.  Flash  burn;  on 
hand,  - no  time  lost. 

2.  Lineman  opened  cutout  with  stick.  Removed  gloves  and  moved  up 
higher  on  the  pole.  He  contacted  jumper  wire  extending  through  cutout.  ■ 
"Third  degree  burns  on  left  hand  and  left  leg."  Estimated  90  days  time 
lost. 

3.  Member  attempted  to  close  cutout  on  transformer  serving  his 
house,  unauthorized  by  co^rop.  Severe  shock.  Burns  on  left  hand. 


"While  we  respect  your  am- 
bition to  wish  to  restore  serv- 
ice without  asking-  for  our  as- 
sistance, we  must  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  AT  NO 
TIME  FOR  ANY  REASON  is  anyone 
EXCEPT  EXPERIENCED  LINEMEN  IN 
OU’R  EMPLOY,  permitted  to  do 
this  work.  Whether  or  not  you.' 
are  experienced  in  electrical; 
work,  it  is  doubtful  that  you 
would  have  in  your  possession 
20,000-volt  tested  rubber 
gloves  nor  75,000-volt  tested 
hot  sticks,  which  is  the  equip- 
ment we  use  on  this  work. 

"NOV/,  you  are  av/are  that, 
there  is  no  time  during  the  day 
or  night  that  at  least  one  of 
our  maintenance  men  cannot  bfe 
reached  by  phone.  These  phone 
numbers  are  before  you,  or 
should  be,  continually,  because 
they  are  found  on  each  monthly 
meter  card  and  each  monthly 
bulletin  that  you  receive.  So 
there  is  no  reason  for  any  mem- 
ber" to  take  up  the  job  of  main- 
tenance himsel f. 

(Coni' d on  next  page} 


VIRGINIA  SUPERVISOR,  ADVISES  CO-OP 

»n  a recent  letter  to  a Virginia  co-op,  0,  L,  Heath,  REA  Safety  Supervisor  for  that  state,  listed 
unsafe  equi  pment^  and  practices,  in  answer  to  a request  from  t|he  co-op.-  Below  is  the  list  that  Mr. 
Heath  compiled.  He  .suggested  that  additional  items  might  be  brought  out  at  a safety  meeting  which 
was  to  be  held  shortly  after  the  letter  was  written.  . Have  readers  of  “The  L i neman"  .^.^ny  , suggest  ioras? 


ROPE 


Manila  rope  comes  from  a 
fibre  produced  in  the  Philip- 
pine islands  and  is  no  longer 
obtainable.  Some  sis'l  fibre 
rope  is  still  -iv ail  able,  but.it 
has  a breaking  strength  of  80? 
of  the  manila  rope,  and  has  a 
slyart  fibre  which  tends  to  fuzz 
up  very  readily,  A great  deal 
o.f  the  rope  on  the  market  today 
for  civilian  use  is  made  o^f 
jute,  having  5055  of  the  break-  . 
i ng  strength  of  manila,  and 
istle  produced  in  Mexico  with 
5U15  of  the  breaking  strength  of 
man  i 1 a. 

we  should  attempt  to  buy 
the  sisal,  and  since  it  has- 
only  8 0 55  of  the  br,ea><inC) 
strength  of  manila,  ‘we  sho.u  1 d 
use  a larger  size  than  we'vvoul.d 
ordinari ly  use  in  manila  rope. 

LINEMEN  CAN  TELL 
MEMBERS  ABOUT  SAFETY 

(Coni' d frtyv  pa^e  2d 

"The  l.ine  that  serves  you 
and  every  fi^ember-consumer  car- 
ries 6,900  volts  of  electrici- 
ty and  is  death  dealing  upon 
contact,  which  proves  that  the 
work  of  maintenance,  is  o.nly 
for  experienced  men. 

"We  advocate  safety,  we 
preach  safety,  we  teach  safe- 
ty, and  w:  ENFORCL  'S.AFETY 
R.ULES,  and  as  a r/?rt  o-.n^.  rof 
this  cooperative  it  is  your 
duty  to  help  us  carry  out  a 
pnogran  of  safe  operation. 

"we  trust  you  will  cooper- 
ate in  the  future  by  calling 
us  when  your  power  is  off,  and 
I can  assure  you  that;  we  will 
make  every  effort  to  restore 
service  to  you  as  quickly  as 
is  humanly  possible," 


t.  1 Discontinue  use  of  Ui  foot  hot  sticks.  ’ . • 

2/ ■ ooe  6’  and  one  8'  hot  st  ick^  and.-  syi  tabl  e container  be  provided  on"' 

0 C ^ h t ruc  k.  ' ’ 

3.  Linemen  will  not  use  6'  st  i.cijs  whe're  common  sense  indicates  an  9' 
st  ick  is  needed. 

4.  Linemen  will  discontinue  the  practice  of  carrying  hot  sticks  up 
pole  on  belt,  but  will  use  hand  line. 

5.  Suitable  grounding  cable  be  provided. 

6.  Ladders  on  both  pick-up  trucks  need  varnish'ing. 

7.  pike  pole  contained  on  line  truck  needs  repairs 'to  prevent  Spikes 
sticking  thru  on  ba  k en  Suggest  a steel  plate  be  slipped  inside 
of  container. 

8.  More  attention  h'-  Dy  to  good  housekeeping  on  trucks  and  prem- 

1 ses. 


Naw  f Id  idniT  Wo  Qcif  Lirmue 


George  perkins,  j r. , manager  of.  the  prairie  Power*  Cooperative,  Fair- 
field,  Idaho,'  drew  up  thi  s.  jl.i  t.t  1 e sketch  for'The  Lineman.  "Not  many  ac- 
cidents occur  from  a lineman, not  using  his  safety  belt. ..but  it's  a good 
thing  'to  think  about,"  he  writes.  ' ' ' 
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LINEMtN  IM  2 STATES  OaCsANI  Z E SAEETY  PROGRAM  ' 

Linemen  from  several  Missouri  and  Arkansas  REA— financed  systems  got  a safety  program  under  way' 
and  elected  officers  on  August  16  at  the  offices  of  the  Scott— new  Madri d— mi ssi ssi  ppi  Cooperative  As—* 
sociation,  sikeston,  Missouri. 

Herbert  Carr  of  the  pemt scot-Dunkl f n CoopehaliY  .nation,  nayt I , isscuri,  was  elected  presi- 

dent, waine  Tallo  of  the  Mississippi  County  Electric  Cooper-^t  ive,  incorporated  in  Blytheville,  Arkan- 
sas, was  elected  vice  president,  and  noah  E.  Cox  from  the  S i kesten'co-op  was  elected  secretary- 
treasurer. 


HOT  OR  COLO? 

"May  we  respectfully  call  to  your  attention  a statement  In  the 
July  issue  of  'The  Lineman,'  page  1,  to  the  effect  that;  'The  creosot- 
ed  pine  pole  must  be  considered  a good  ground  and  in  some  cases  com- 
pletes the  circuit— hot  wire  through  the  hand  and  body  to  the  ground  hv 
way  of  the  pole,’ 

"We  have  been  assured  by  Or,  George  m.  Hunt,  Chief  of  the  Wood 
preservation  Division,  Forest  products  Lat>oratory,  Madison,  Wisconsin 
tha't  wood  preservatives,  commonly  used  in  treating  poles,  do  not  in- 
crease conductivity  of  the  pole,  the  real  factor  being  the  moisture 
content  of  the  wood,  Many  linemen  claim  that  creosoted  poles  are  'hot' 
but  research  work  by  leading  technicians  do  not  substantiate  this." 

SAFETY  UNIT  ’ C C)  fi  M E fxl  T 

we  have  climbed  a few  creosoted  pin.e  poles  ar>d  we  still  think  they 
are  "hot."  what  is  the  opinion  of  linemen  aYd  safety  instructors? 

HOME  AMD  FARM 
ACC  I 0 EMT  P R E V E MT  I ON 

"Accident  prevention  instructor’s 
Manual,  Home' s Farm  and  Farm  Courses,"  and 
"on  Guard  Ag  a i.nst ' Acc  i dent  s instructor's 
Manual  junior  Occident  prevention  Course," 
are  obtainable  from  the  American  Rec 
Cross,  Washington,  0.  C,  Cooperative  peo- 
ple will  find  these  booklets  very  helpful 
in  safety  work  for  their  members  and  com- 
munity as  a whole.  The  junior  manual  is 
good  for  school  work. 


I3AD  PRACTICE  PROVES  FATAL 

(Cont’d,  from  page  1) 

pin  phase  to  the  end  of  the  new  arm,  ne  was  standing  on  the  neutral 
wire  when  he  contacted  the  phase.  The  b, urns  .were  on  the  arm  near  the 
elbow  and  the  feet.  ^ 

This  procedure  was  not  in  keep ing,-\^h  standard  safety  practices, 
even  though  the  lineman  was  wearing  gloves.  Rubber  gloves  are  not  good 
for  more  than  3,000  volts  to  ground,  even  though  they  may  be  marked 
10,000-volt  or  even  20,000-volt,  REA  standard  voltage  is  approximately 
12,500  between  hot  phases  and  ap-proximately  7,200-volt  hot  phase  to 
ground.  This  voltage  cannot  be  handled  safely  with  rubber  gloves. 

Why  not  de-energize  and  ground  the  line  to  do 'these  Jobs,  rather 
tWan  take  this  chance?  The  outage  would  be  small  and  could  probably  be 
arranged  at  a time  convenient  to  the  members, 

_4_ 


L>W,  Elmore  of  REA’s  Safety 
Section  spoke  on  the  need 
and  advantages  of  a well-organ- 
ized and  functioning  safety 
program.  Refreshments  were 
served  and  the  date  for, the 
next  meeting  set  for  September 
15  at  the  poplar  Bluff  head- 
quarters of  the  ozark  Border 
Electric  Cooperative. 

Those  present  included 
Harry  Sutton,  jim  Millhorn  and 
Mr,  Tallo  of  Arkansas  23;  Henry 
Harbison  and  George  Rickan, 
Missouri  38;  junion  Kursey,  Ben 
Worsham,  Home r , h and  1 e , Rex 
Rice,  Glenn  Eakers  and  Mr.  Carr 
from  Missouri  12;  F'rank  pearcy, 
joe  H>  Cooper,  Layerne  h.  Box, 
jesse  Simpson,  Clarence  perry/ 
H,  M,  Zaricor  and  Mr,  Cox  from 
Missouri  31;  A,  S,  Lester, 
Herbert  Wilcher,  S.  Hayes^ 
Edgar  Martin  and  h,  H#  Hodges, 
Arkansas  22;  and  Mr,  Elmore. 

BIG  BROGRAI^.  'AT  EoR 
SAFETY  CONFERENCE 

(cont’d. from  page  1) 

0 k 1 a h om  a - instructor 
Billingsley  will  be  on  tap  with 
some  new  problems,  mf*  powers 
of  Oklahoma  A,  and  m*  says  he 
will  t py  to  attend. 

W i sc  0 n s i n - instructor 
potthast  will  attend,  and  John 
Tepoorten,  State  Coordinator  of 
Vocational  and  Adult  Education, 
will  be  on  the  program. 

Tennessee  - instructor 
Alexander  plans  to  attend, 

Loren  8.  Holden  of  the 
Bonneville  power  Administration 
will  attend  and  take  an  active 
part  in  the  discussions,  Ray 
S c h 1 0 1 1 e rb  ac  k , Director  of 
First  Aid,  water  Safety  and 
Accident  prevention  Service  of 
the  American  Red  Cross  mid- 
western  region,  will  be  on  the 
p rog  ram. 


